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Hi everyone, thanks for the feedback on my first Information Bulletin; if you have any more suggestions 
just let me know. Also, a quick reminder on submissions for the newsletter which will come out later on in 
the week: any updates or news items are always greatly appreciated. 
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1. HIV/AIDS 

Jackie Chan and Bill Gates 
�
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have funded a new publicity scheme to combat HIV/AIDS in China. 
A public service announcement featuring Jackie Chan is being aired on Chinese television. In the advert, the 
martial arts star Jackie Chan is shown choreographing a fight scene between a man and a woman. Chan 
instructs the couple who are safely attached to wires and highlights the importance of maintaining safety 
measures during filming. Chan concludes the piece by stating “In life, we need to be safe. Life is too good. 
Please protect yourself.” For a look at the advert and the others in the series, follow the link below: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y67uiXNwl8g 
 
There is also a review of the public service announcement and information on the HIV situation in China 
here: 
 
http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/joe_amon/2008/01/how_not_to_fight_hivaids.html 
 
The Sussex Beacon 

The Sussex Beacon is a residential centre that provides terminal care to people living with HIV/AIDS. It has 
been funded for the last 18 years by the Sussex Beacon Half Marathon which last year raised more than 
£105,000. This year it is set to generate around £120,000. The Sussex Beacon, which consists of a ten-bed 
unit, offers end-of-life care and support with medication. It also claims to be one of only two such centres in 
the UK. The organisers of the half marathon are still signing up runners, which is taking place on the 17th 
February. To take part, call 01273 694222 or visit www.beaconhalf.org.uk. 

HIV among the black community 

The Health Protection Agency and National AIDS Trust have published a survey revealing that HIV has 
become the fastest growing STD among young people, and especially among young Africans living in the 
UK. Walter Gillgower, Project Manager of the National African Prevention Programme, stated that: “A lack 
of awareness of how HIV is transmitted is one of the main causes for the rise of HIV within young black 
communities…they don’t understand that they are at risk of being infected by HIV.” The survey also revealed 
that 89 percent of 16 to 24 year olds never think about HIV before making decisions about having sex and 
that only 51% of young people who have had a new sexual partner in the last 2 years always wear a condom. 

http://www.blackbritain.co.uk/feature/details/135/Feature/ 

Virtual Human 

The UK and US have joined together to use the computing power of their ‘national grids’ to enable scientists 
at the University College London to simulate the efficacy of an HIV drug in blocking a key protein used by 
the lethal virus. The scientists are using a highly advanced programme entitled the ‘Virtual Physiological 
Human’ which is able to show the effects of a drug on organs, tissue and cells and present its findings 
virtually. This breakthrough is hoped to lead to safer testing methods and for tailoring specific drug treatment 
for individuals, for example for HIV patients developing resistance to their treatment. 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/01/080129125429.htm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Sexual Health 

Over-Fifties 

A Saga survey has found that 10% of sexually active over-fifties did not use a form of contraception and 
also were unaware of their partner's sexual history. Of those surveyed, 21% were divorced, single or 
widowed and 79% were either married or co-habiting. The Health Protection Agency have shown rising 
rates of chlamydia, gonorrhoea, syphilis, herpes and warts between 2002 and 2006. They attribute this to 
risky sexual behaviour among those not in stable relationships. Emma Soames, the editor of Saga Magazine, 
said: "Forget about the dirty thirties or the naughty forties. The frisky fifties are having the most fun. 
However, while a healthy sex life is a good thing, the over-fifties must be wise to their sexual health, as well 
as their overall health." 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2008/01/31/nfifty131.xml  

Valentine’s Day 

A UK-wide campaign to improve students' sexual health was launched in the run up to Valentine's Day. The 
scheme, organised by the National Union of Students (NUS) and the Department of Health, is inform 
students on the risks of unprotected sex. Josh MacAlister, Edinburgh University Students' Association 
President said: “This week will see Edinburgh University Students' Association running a high profile sexual 
health campaign. We have trained student volunteers and thousands of pounds worth of materials to get 
across the important message of sexual health.” 

http://www.journal-online.co.uk/articles/show/2855  

Raltegravir 

Raltegravir is being made available to UK patients following on from its formal EU marketing approval in 
late December. The drug combats HIV’s integrase protein, inhibiting the virus’s integration into human 
cells. Experts claim it has no known cross-resistance with any other currently available antiretroviral 
making it particularly useful for individuals who have received treatment on a long-term basis. Roger 
Pebody, treatment advisor at HIV and Aids charity the Terrence Higgins Trust, stated “if someone 
becomes resistant to any of their drugs, their treatment needs to be changed, and drugs which work in 
innovative ways can make a real difference". 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7209470.stm  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Maternal Health 
 
Folic Acid 
 
A study carried out by the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston found that the risk of having a 
premature baby may be halved if women take folic acid supplements for at least one year before conception. 
The research involved using folate supplementation on 38,033 participants. Women of childbearing age are 
currently recommended a daily dose of 400 micrograms starting before conception. Norwegian scientists also 
found that folic acid supplements during early pregnancy could reduce the risk of cleft lip in infants by 33 per 
cent. Leafy vegetables such as spinach, turnip greens, lettuces, dried beans and peas, fortified cereal products, 
sunflower seeds and certain other fruits and vegetables are rich sources of folate. 
 
http://www.nutraingredients.com/news/ng.asp?n=82956-march-of-dimes-folic-acid-ntd-premature  

3. Parenthood and Teenage Pregnancy 

Living Dolls 
 
Almost one in 20 teenage girls aged 15 to 17 in the North West falls pregnant, slightly higher than the 
national average. In part of a scheme run by the Central Lancashire Primary Care Trust, eight Year 11 girls, 
aged 15 and 16, from Worden Sports College in Leyland have been given ‘simulated’ babies to look after. 
The idea is to give teenagers an insight into the responsibility of caring for a child so they fully appreciate 
the sacrifices involved when having a child. A computer chip had been inserted into the babies’ backs and 
the girls have had to wear wristbands to monitor how they have met the babies’ needs – such as feeding, 
cuddling, changing and winding. Pupils were also given an empathy belly which simulates how a pregnancy 
feels and weighs. 
 
http://www.lep.co.uk/news/Can-39living39-dolls-cut-teen.3629425.jp  
 
Sex Education 

A Labour MP has called for sex education to become compulsory in all secondary schools. The MP for 
Rhondda in Wales, Chris Bryant, stressed the need to "dismantle the myth" that it is a good thing to be a 
teenage mother. He stated that many in his constituency had not received any kind of sex education and 
stressed the importance of recognizing that the male population, not just the female, had a role to play in 
preventing teenage pregnancies. He also recommended the benefit system be changed to enable young 
mothers to work for between eight and ten hours per week. In a statement which sparked a great deal of 
public outrage, he stated that free contraceptives should be issued to youngsters and that sex advice packs 
should be sent to parents on the 11th birthday of their child. Many religious leaders have condemned the 
proposal claiming it would be encouraging young people to break the law. 

http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk/news/wales-news/2008/01/29/storm-over-condoms-for-kids-91466-
20405438/ 



 

5. Gender and Sexuality 
 

Government guidelines to make schools more sensitive to homosexuality 
 
The Government has stated that school officials are to be trained to be more sensitive to homosexuality. 
Teachers are not to use the term ‘parents’ and not "mum and dad", and to treat "even casual" use of terms like 
"gay" as equal to racism. Ed Balls, the Secretary of State for Children, said “Homophobic insults should be 
viewed as seriously as racism… Even casual use of homophobic language in schools can create an atmosphere 
that isolates young people and can be the forerunner of more serious forms of bullying." The guidelines, which 
were commissioned from the homosexual lobby group Stonewall, also instruct teachers to educate pupils on 
civil partnerships and gay adoption rights. 
 

The Annual British Social Attitudes Survey 

The annual British Social Attitudes Survey found that British people's attitudes toward sex and marriage have 
grown increasingly liberal over the 20 years. The survey said 70% of those surveyed think premarital sex is 
acceptable and the number of marriages in England and Wales last year was 244,710 – the lowest number 
since 1896. This figure can be perhaps be explained by the fact that two-thirds saw little difference in terms of 
social status between being married and living together. Less than a third believe homosexuality is wrong in 
comparison to three-quarters 20 years ago. Just under a third of those surveyed believed a male same-sex 
couple make as good parents as a heterosexual couple. For more statistics check out: 

http://canadianpress.google.com/article/ALeqM5iYqTlDfdZYtwlewjcrI3SUjNQDoA  

Stagecoach homophobia 

The Queer Youth Network is calling for a boycott of the Stagecoach Group which runs public transport 
services in the UK, US and Canada. The Network says there have been a number of “very serious complaints” 
against Stagecoach, and that the company has shown a lack of support and compassion towards its 
homosexual, bisexual and transgender passengers and staff. There have been recent complaints in Aberdeen . 
In addition, a Stagecoach bus driver in Manchester has complained of homophobia in the workplace. 

http://www.mambaonline.com/article.asp?artid=1645  

6. Young People 

School Culture 

The government are set to launch a scheme under which each child will receive 5 hours per week of culture. 
Ed Balls, the Children’s Secretary, and Andy Burnham, the Culture Secretary, will launch the scheme in the 
Old Vic in London. The government wishes to encourage young people to experience theatre, dance and 
classical music. Youngsters will also be given the option of learning a musical instrument and taken on trips to 
art galleries. Opera and ballet companies will be invited into schools to help instill a love of the arts in 
children of all backgrounds.The new scheme is receiving mixed reaction as, although people generally have 
agreed that the scheme is a good idea, they worry how the education system will finance the cost of tickets and 
transport to museums etc. Union leader, John Dunford, said “The money doesn’t look adequate. Schools do try 
to do a lot in this area already but we can’t work miracles” 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2008/02/13/nschool113.xml  
  



 

7. Substance Abuse 
 
Family Drug and Alcohol Court 

Britain's first specialist drug and alcohol court, the ‘Family Drug and Alcohol Court’, has been launched to 
combat addiction problems and keep families together. The court will hear family cases - such as child care 
applications - from three London councils, and a specialist judge, alongside addiction specialists and social 
workers, will fast-track addicted parents into rigorous treatment programmes such as one-to-one counselling 
or group sessions. The aim is to help parents improve their lives and their children’s, and ensure their children 
are not taken into care. The scheme is based on a similar one launched in the US. 

http://ukpress.google.com/article/ALeqM5gLi3nn3YvhbByFd2WJkZ4Nq_L1NA 

Skunk 

A study performed by the Home Office found that the use of super-strength "skunk" cannabis has soared five-
fold over the past 6 years. Its use has grown so much in recent years that it now accounts for 80% of all street 
seizures of the drug by police. According to the home secretary, Jacqui Smith, the government still had an 
open mind in regard to re-classifying cannabis from class C back to class B, which would again make 
possession punishable with a jail sentence.   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2008/02/06/nskunk106.xml  

Addaction 

 

Drug and alcohol charity Addaction has expanded its fundraising team in preparation for a huge fundraising 
campaign, with a target of £10 million over 3 years. The campaign, which will launch in May, aims to fund 
innovative ways of working with families and young people affected by drug and alcohol problems. The 
charity intends to raise most of the money by developing new schemes to present to corporates for potential 
funding. 

 

http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/News/DailyBulletin/783057/Drug-alcohol-charity-prepares-10m-fundraising-
campaign/5A146F52774FDECB5A31ED3D8AF2B3BF/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin  

 



8. International New Arrivals 

Need for improved education services 

A recent European Commission report has found serious flaws in the provision of education to asylum seekers 
in 11 of the European Union's 27 member states, including France, Italy and the UK. It found that even people 
who had been granted refugee status faced inadequate services, particularly in language teaching. Jill Rutter, 
an immigration expert at the Institute for Public Policy Research, stated: “After primary needs - clean water, 
food, sanitation and shelter - education is a very high priority" and she claimed that 1,600 asylum-seeking and 
refugee children in the UK are not receiving an education. The full article here: 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d5f41aca-cae8-11dc-a960-000077b07658.html  

Migration Security Measures 

Liam Byrne, the immigration minister, announced that new fingerprint checks have started this month for 
anyone applying for a UK visa. The initiative is designed to expose people attempting to enter Britain 
illegally. The government is also due to enforce other security measures, most notably having migrants use 
biometric ID cards, issuing on-the-spot fines to business owners employing "illegal" workers and creating a 
new UK border force. Read the article here: 

http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/sukhvinder_kaur_stubbs/2008/01/a_new_vision_of_migration.html  

Advice pack 
 
Hazel Blears has proposed that councils issue welcome packs to migrants explaining UK customs, including 
advice on queuing, to help newcomers integrate into Britain. She also added that public funding should be 
aimed at the whole community, not single ethnic groups, to "strengthen what we have in common". After a 10 
month review on the challenges caused by diversity, the proposals will now be introduced. Advice in the pack 
includes these guidelines: don't drink and drive; don't drop litter; put bins out for collection on the correct day; 
make sure children attend school; get a licence before you go fishing; don't touch people without their 
permission; respect the law; avoid spitting in the street and don't play music loudly. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7225660.stm  

 
9. Mental Health 
 

Women’s Prisons 

According to the Guardian, there are more than 4,400 women prisoners in England. 4 out of 5 of these women 
suffer from mental health problems, with the most common being depression and anxiety. Almost half have 
been subject to abuse during their lives and 1 in 3 has a child under 5. The article states that incarceration can 
ruin the women’s family lives and further damage their mental health. It is believed that one of the factors 
behind the high mental illness ratio is the number of women’s prisons. As there are only 17 women's prisons 
in England, and none at all in Wales, many women are imprisoned far away from their families.  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/jan/29/women.prisoners  

 
 



 

10. Physical Health and Well-Being 
 
Nintendo tries to make you fit 
 
Childhood obesity has trebled over the last 20 years in the UK. It is now reckoned that 10% of 6-year-olds and 
17% of 15-year-olds are obese. The Videogame company, Nintendo, are set to release a new game for their 
console, the Wii, entitled ‘Wii Fit’, a title which features balancing and cardiovascular exercises. The 
videogame comes with a pressure-sensitive board that looks like a set of scales, but can actually measure how 
accurately the user is following the exercise regime as it appears on the television.  The user has the 
opportunity to perform the following exercises: push ups, yoga, step aerobics, hula hooping, ski jumping, 
jogging and tight-rope walking.   
 
http://www.computerandvideogames.com/article.php?id=170113 
 
See a video of it in action here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXRriHMlnH4 
 
Live healthily to live longer 

Research undertaken over a decade by the Public Library of Science Medicine� involving 20,000 people aged 
between 45 and 79 found that not drinking too much alcohol, eating enough fruit and vegetables, not smoking 
and taking regular exercise can add up to 14 years to your life. It also found that those who failed on all 
criteria were 4 times more likely to have died than those who succeeded and that the findings held true 
irrespective of how overweight or poor the person was. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7174665.stm  

Beetroots 

Research carried out in the UK has found a link between beetroots and the lowering of blood pressure. If you 
drink 500ml of beetroot juice a day, your blood pressure can be significantly reduced. The key beneficial 
ingredient appears to be nitrate, which is also found in green, leafy vegetables. The researchers found that in 
healthy volunteers blood pressure was reduced within an hour of drinking the juice.  
�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7228420.stm  
�
�

11. Older People and Caring 
 
Playground for older people 

A residents’ association in North Manchester has built a playground for its elderly members in a bid to help 
keep its aging population healthy, flexible and happy. There are 6 pieces of equipment designed to provide 
gentle exercise for parts of the body such as hips, legs and torso. Joan FitzGerald, 76, chair of the local 
residents’ association, said: "When we first went in all the people in there were over 70 and I have never heard 
so much laughing before… the exercises are very gentle. There is one machine that makes you feel like you 
are doing the jive, but if you stay on it too long you end up walking home looking like a drunken idiot.”  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=511253&in_page_id=1770  

 



 

12. People and Places 
 
Health and Well-Being Day 
 
Multi-Agency for Refugee Integration and Rainbow Haven drop-in centre are organising a drop-in health day 
on 6th March. The centre attracts a large number of refugees and asylum seekers who have limited access to 
information about available support. The drop-in health day will focus on health and well-being and will 
attempt to bring local residents, and particularly refugees and asylum seekers, into contact with health workers 
so they can learn more about their rights to support. The event will be held from 10:00am to 3:00pm at 
Rainbow Haven, 113 Abbey Hey Lane, Abbey Hey, M18. There will be a broad range of activities and 
information stalls, such as self-defence and advice from district nurses. To run a stall or be involved in a 
general sense, contact Glen-Maree Charles : Tel - 0161 227 3171/3172  
Email - g.charles@manchester.gov.uk.  
 
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 
 
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) contact details are changing. From 21st 
January 2008 the NICE Manchester office is moving to a new address: Level 1A, City Tower, Piccadilly 
Plaza, Manchester, M1 4BD. 
 
Palatine Contraception and Sexual Health Services 
 
From 10th March, Palatine Contraception and Sexual Health Services will be available from two new locations 
at Withington Community Hospital and Forum Health in Wythenshawe. The services will include a full range 
of contraception and sexual health services, weekday clinics with a range of opening hours, walk-in sessions, 
more appointments, more dedicated weekday sessions for young people under 25 years old,  more specialist 
services, dedicated patient advice line every weekday and disabled access. For more information phone Forum 
Health on 0161 490 7142 and Withington Community Hospital on 0161 217 3553. Alternatively you can ask 
me for a copy of their service timetable. 
 
The Big Clean 
 
The Big Clean is scheduled for 12:00am – 5:00pm on the 11th of April. Pride in NeighbOURhood is an 
umbrella campaign incorporating a number of smaller initiatives promoting information around the waste 
management principle of "Reduce, Reuse and Recycle" as well as effective waste disposal and the 
discouragement of littering, flytipping, dog fouling, to name a few areas of community interest. Action for 
Sustainable Living will be working a number of local agencies to organise this community wide campaign. On 
this day, they urge local residents to come out in their thousands and take part in whatever way they are able. 
Contact Rosemary by email: Rosemary.Armah@afsl.org.uk or phone: 07939753594 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Faith Communities and Spirituality 

Hindu Community outraged by RSPCA slaughter 

Following on from the slaughter of Gangotri, one of the sacred cows at Bhaktivedanta Manor near Watford, 
devotees held a puja prayer ceremony. The slaughter was performed by the RSPCA amid great controversy 
late last year. Leading Hindu organisations have attacked the government accusing it of riding roughshod over 
the beliefs of Britain's Hindu community because, as they put it, Hindus "do not shout" like other religious 
communities. Sudarshan Bhatia, President of the National Council of Hindu Temples, said: “The impression 
we get is that those who shout the loudest or cause problems get immediate attention from this Government, 
while those who work actively to make community cohesion a reality get ignored". Since the slaughter of the 
cow, representatives of the Hindu community from across the UK have decided to build a centre for cow 
protection. A number of Hindus will attend a ceremony to sanctify the ground where Europe’s largest centre 
for cow protection is to be built. Bhaktivedanta Manor will open the centre for cow protection and organic 
lifestyles. 

http://blogs.independent.co.uk/independent/2008/02/britains-quieti.html  

14. Health Inequalities 
 

Disabled Accessibility 
Research into the accessibility of 20 of the UK’s top retailers’ websites has indicated that although many of 
the sites incorporate basic accessibility for disabled internet users, a great deal more still needs to be realised 
to improve standards and meet legal requirements. After testing accessibility, the H Samuel website was found 
to be the best with 76% and Currys the worst with only 35%. The average score was 56.8%. At least a third of 
the stores are failing to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. Find the results here: 

 

http://press-releases.techwhack.com/15578/webcredible-2/  

 

Treatment of Carers 

Carer Sharon Coleman won a legal victory over her employer, London law firm Attridge Law, in a 
"discrimination by association" case. The Advocate-General agreed that she had been discriminated against 
because she had a disabled son. Sharon Coleman claimed that her employer treated her less favourably than it 
did parents of non-disabled children. She was branded “lazy” when she asked for time off to care for her child 
and threatened with disciplinary action. Imelda Redmond, Chief Executive of Carers UK, said: “This is a 
positive step towards true equality for carers. Too many carers face discrimination at work, yet they are the 
bedrock of our communities and society. This landmark legal opinion means that employers will have to alter 
the way they treat carers in their workforce. There are currently 2.5 million carers who are in work, yet one in 
five gives up work to care, meaning that we are losing thousands of people from the workforce every year. 
Every employer will have to look at their recruitment and employment practices and make sure they are not 
discriminating against carers. At a time when we have a shortage of skilled workers, this makes good business 
sense.”  

http://www.careandhealth.com/apps/careandhealth/Pages/Story.aspx?EntityID=16eb334e-7928-4830-b156-
2362e78afb5b 



 

 

 

 

 

15. Health Delivery 
 
Closing of Maternity Units 

An article on the BBC website states that ‘the NHS is spending £350m a year to provide maternity services for 
foreign-born mothers, £200m more than a decade ago’. The article goes on to sat that ‘when Labour came to 
power, the NHS spent around £1bn a year on maternity services, with one baby in eight delivered to a foreign-
born mother. Ten years on, spending has risen to £1.6bn, with almost one baby in four delivered to a mother 
born overseas.’ Due to the increase in birth rate, some units have closed and midwives are moved to units with 
more urgent needs. Other maternity units have turned expectant mothers away because they could not cope 
with unprecedented increases in the local birth rate. Read the article in full here: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7215624.stm 

PM Speech  

Gordon Brown delivered a speech to Kings College London and the Florence Nightingale School of Nursing 
in which he outlined his plans for screening people with heart problems, stroke, diabetes and kidney disease. 
He informed those present of his aim to improve accessibility of gyms and other sporting facilities and to 
ensure that by 2012, children would be offered at least 5 hours of sport per week. He added that he would look 
at the “responsibility of food producers, caterers and retailers in helping tackle ill health, especially obesity”. 
Read the full transcript here:�

http://www.number10.gov.uk/output/Page14171.asp  

Surgery Opening Hours 

Health Secretary Alan Johnson is writing to every GP in England urging them to accept the government's 
plans for extended surgery opening hours. He hopes to persuade them to back a deal on evening and weekend 
opening. The government has said it will impose a settlement if agreement cannot be reached with the doctors' 
union, the British Medical Association. The British Medical Association said the typical practice with 6,000 
patients would lose £36,000 a year under a scheme that ministers plan to introduce in April. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2007/dec/22/politics.publicservices  

16. Voluntary Sector 
 
Accredited Course 
 

The Centre for Strategy and Communication is to launch a higher education certificate in leadership and 
management aimed at people working in the not-for-profit sector. The University of London is endorsing this 
new higher education accredited course aimed at voluntary sector managers.  
 
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/Channels/Management/login/784411/  
 
Funding Cuts 

It has become apparent that a number of major charities are likely to face substantial cuts. Representatives of 
the voluntary sector are worried that the Scottish Government's strategy of giving local authorities more 
freedom to commission services within their own area will lead to funds being diverted to other priorities, 
especially with councils under pressure to freeze council tax. 

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.2055724.0.Charities_count_cost_of_change.php  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. Opportunities and Skills 
 
ICT Guidance 
 
The ICT Hub recently created a free guide aimed at voluntary and community organizations that have no 
access to ‘paid-for’ technical support. The guide outlines the advantages of effective ICT use, long term 
planning, policies and procedures, and budgeting and purchasing. It also features a number of case studies and 
links to other similar information. To download the PDF of the guide go to: 
 
http://www.icthub.org.uk/publications/managing_ict_guide.pdf 

Skills to Enable Community Learning 

GMCVO (Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisations) and WEVH (Women’s Electronic Village 
Hall) have joined together to provide ‘Skills to Enable Community Learning', a new training programme 
which aims to build the capacity of community and voluntary organisations. The programme is targeted at 
teaching staff or those who support learning and, according to the website, focuses on the following:  

�  Management (including Introductory Certificate in Team Leading & First Line Management) 
�  Train the Trainer (level 3 qualification) 
�  ICT training (a range of IT qualifications will be delivered) 

To find out more go to or call Natalie Burney on 0161 833 8800 or email her at natalie.burney@wevh.org.uk. 
You can find a course timetable here: http://www.wevh.org.uk/newsEvents/index.html.  

Salford City Radio Spotlight 
 
94.4FM Salford City Radio is a new community radio service which is offering all non-profit groups the 
opportunity to advertise on their station. The adverts must be between 1 and 3 minutes and are played on 
rotation, 1 every hour. The advert can promote the group, appeal for funds or recruit new members. Anyone 
interested should contact Steve Suttie, the Station Manager, on 0161 793 2939 or 
steve.suttie@salfordcityradio.org.    website - http://www.salfordcityradio.org/ 
 

Worklessness Training 

Manchester City Council is working with Manchester Solutions to provide a programme of training 
workshops for staff and volunteers working in front line services across the city. Informative, fun and 
interactive, the workshop will: help you to understand the City Strategy for Manchester; develop your 
understanding of the local issues of worklessness and the services available to support workless people into 
learning and work; help you to recognise client need and respond effectively; develop your skills so that you 
can assist clients with their decision making and planning of future action and effectively signpost and refer 
clients; and provide a first step towards gaining formal accreditation of your information, advice and guidance 
skills. The training is for anyone working in Manchester whose job or role involves direct contact with local 
people, particularly for those who could signpost people who are not in work to relevant local services. For 
further information and/or to book your place on a workshop contact Emma-Louise Batt at Manchester 
Solutions on 0161 245 4860 or e-mail emma-louise.batt@manchester-solutions.co.uk. Contact me if you wish 
to know the training dates. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Working with Others 

If you are or you know someone who is a Manchester resident and would like to gain a qualification, then 
MEV are offering you the chance to take part in the Working with Others course. Working with Others has 
been developed by Manchester Event Volunteers and is accredited by the Open College Network 
(OCN).  Practical subjects included are: Teamwork, Communication, Health and Safety and Risk 
Assessment. The course runs over 2 consecutive days either during the week or at the weekend. Once the 
course is completed, you can choose to study further courses. There are limited places so please contact the 
MEV Team for further details if you are, or you know of anyone who is, interested in taking part. Please 
contact Kristian Dodsworth - Tel: 0161 234 1532    E-mail: kd@mev.org.uk. 

Free ICT Courses 

The Skills to Enable Community Learning Programme aims to develop the skills of staff and volunteers 
working in community and voluntary organisations in Greater Manchester.  These community groups must 
work with disadvantaged groups to deliver skills for life and key skills training. Their IT courses will be 
delivered through accredited learning opportunities in the areas of management, ICT skills and tutor training. 
These courses lead to a level 2 or 3 eDCC qualification. Go to www.edcc.org.uk for more information on 
course content. New courses scheduled for January 2008, due to high demand: Intro/Intermediate Word (MS 
Word): 20th, 27th Feb & 5th Mar 2008, Intro/Intermediate Database (MS Access): 21st, 28th Feb & 6th Mar 
2008, Advanced Word Processing (MS Word): 21st, 28th Feb & 6th March 2008, Intro to Web design Using 
WORDPRESS: 3rd, 10th & 17th March 2008 Intro/Intermediate Presentations (PowerPoint): 12th, 19th & 
26th Mar 2008. All courses run 9.30am – 3pm, 3 x sessions, 15 hours in total – students must attend all 3 
sessions to gain the certificate. Fees: Free to women/men working or volunteering in the voluntary or 
community sector.  A £30 deposit is required to secure your place, refundable on completion of the training 
course. For more information or to request an application form please contact the Admin Team on 0161 833 
8800 or email info@wevh.org.uk. 

Saint John’s Centre 
 
Saint John’s Centre has unveiled a number of new courses for the New Year, including assertiveness 
courses, family learning, healthy eating and a DIY course. Existing courses include Maths, English for 
speakers of other languages, citizenship, computer training, photoshop, web design, dressmaking, 
flowercraft, ladies’keep fit (£1 per session), badminton and table tennis. The address is St Johns Rd, Old 
Trafford, Manchester M16 7GX. You can contact them on 0161 872 7795, email: info@stjohnscentre.org, 
website: www.stjohnscentre.org.  
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18. Diversity and Difference 

Dentist insists on Islamic dress 

A Muslim dentist named Omer Butt made a woman wear Islamic dress as the price of accepting her as an 
NHS patient, it is alleged. He is believed to have told the patient to wear a headscarf, and if she would not then 
she would have to find another practice. He will appear before a General Dental Council professional 
misconduct hearing later this month and could have his license revoked. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=482112&in_page_id=1770   

  


