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1. HIV/IAIDS

Will we ever find a cure for HIV?

Professor David Baltimore won a Nobel Prize in 18#5he discovery of reverse transcriptase, a ate&m
enzyme that was later found to be used by HIV poaduce in human cells. He is also the Presidetiieof
American Association for the Advancement of Sciereel at its annual conference in Boston he stéistd
every promising approach to an HIV vaccine hagdhitausing many scientists to wonder whether ulavg
ever be possible to create one. He said “The contynisrdepressed because we see no hopeful route tq
success.”

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/healthiele3370346.ece

According to the AIDS and HIV charity Avert, thenere an estimated 73,000 people living with HI\the
UK at the end of 2006, and a third of these peam@ee unaware of their infection. In 2006, thereevat leas
7,093 new diagnoses of HIV, contributing to a cuativé total of 88,627 reported by the end of Jud@72

At least 17,597 people diagnosed with HIV have dadl at least 80% of these deaths followed an AID$

diagnosis. Please follow the link below to read emalbout the trends in the statistics and the cuatensk
groups:

http://www.avert.org/uksummary.htm

Fund to give £250,000 to fight AIDS in UK

On 19" March, the MAC AIDS Fund gathered a group of AlB®erts in London to discuss solutions to
HIV/AIDS crisis in the UK. The Fund performed agey in November which revealed 93% of British
respondents, despite the fact that new UK HIV disgss have nearly tripled over 10 years, do not rank
HIV/AIDS as a top national health concern. 54%lafse surveyed did not understand, or were unduwae,
AIDS is always fatal. The survey also showed therditked stigma and shame around HIV/AIDS as thg
number one problem contributing to the spread efdisease. To help fight this, the Fund pledgedfX®
in new grant money for a national scheme. Nancydakxecutive Director of the MAC AIDS Fund said
“What we heard from the public — in the UK and ardthe world — is that stereotype and prejudice are
limiting progress against HIV and AIDS as much tpda 25-plus years ago, when the disease firstgade
The initiative we are announcing will quickly puiniding in the hands of people in the UK who areditag
up to promote fairness, compassion and educatitreifight against AIDS. This is about solutionsd ave
are looking for people and organizations who cdivele”

http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/?Mienvid=news_view&newsld=20080319005133&ne
Lang=en

UK Donation to Sub-Saharan Africa

On 18" March, the government announced a donation of Raiflon (£112.5 million) for the fight against
AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa over the next four yedise donation is partnered with initiatives fromub
City, a radio and television initiative which fo@sson HIV/AIDS and poverty. British Minister of
International Development, Gillian Merron sdioung people deserve to have access to informétiaincay
save their lives and Soul City's approach doestat"
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http://iafrica.com/aidswise/news/321217.1




2. Sexual Heali

Play Zone: Code of Good Practice

Terrence Higgins Trust, alongside a number of otinganisations, has launched a new code of goadigea
for gay venues in London and Brighton, entitleca§PZone: Code of Good Practice’. The scheme igydesl
with creating a safer environment in mind, and ainsnsure that sexual health, hygiene and heafétys
standards are met for both the customers and dfffe genues include a number of saunas, bars arnis ¢h
London and it is hoped that the code will raise r@mass around sexual health and help reduce thberuh
new STI and HIV infections. The principles in thed2 include setting minimum standards in:

Condom and lubricant distribution and access

Ensuring that information on sexual health is alzéd

Staff training on sexual health, HIV, Post Expodarephylaxis (PEP) and drug and alcohol awareness
Staff vaccinations for hepatitis A, hepatitis B aathnus

Health and safety training

First aid training

Lighting at venues

Cleaning of venues

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/98766.php

http://www.tht.org.uk/playzone

Oral Sex is helping spread the human papillomaswvhich can cause mouth cancer. A recent US stasly
found that the number of mouth cancers causeddgdkually transmitted virus has risen by a tmr80
years. Despite the fact that the cancer affect®mman than women and kills one person in Britagrgb
hours — more than cervical and testicular comb#advaccine for the virus will, from September,yolné
given to girls. All 12 and 13 year old girls wilelvaccinated, which has led to the British Dentalth
Foundation’s urging the government to “expand iBVHsaccination program to include boys as well as
girls.”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/3485158.stm
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3. Parenthood and Teenage Pregn

Pregnancy Rates

Recent figures show that the number of women beaogmiegnant over the age of 40 is increasing very
quickly in the UK, having almost doubled betwee®1@nd 2006. Although the government looks set to
miss its 1998 target of halving the number befd&® teenage pregnancy is on the decline. Durif$-20
2006, the number of pregnancies for women ovenéfeased by nearly 3%. Britain’s teenage pregnanc)
rate is the highest in Western Europe, and in tegears there has been a slight fall. In 2006 theception
rate among 15 to 17-year-olds fell from 4.14% @/%6. Despite the reduction in pregnancies, the
percentage of legal abortions rose by 4.9% foutider 16s and by 4.5% for all girls under 18.

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/libdarticle3452445.ece
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4. Maternal Health

Heavy Babies

In the first significant survey of newborns in aagier of a century, researchers found that mothe8sotland
are producing babies heavier than ever beforetatdhis was putting their children's health &t.riEhey
believe the average weight has surged because gftlwing numbers of expectant mothers who areeobe
Blood clotting in the lungs is the most importaatise of death directly related to pregnancy in womehe
UK today, and obese women were found to have aeased risk of one and a half times compared vath
obese women.

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.va8245.0.Alert_as_overweight _mothers_give_birth_It¢ .

armingly _heavy babies.php

5. Gender and Sexuality

LGBT Film Festival

The 22nd BFI London Lesbian and Gay Film Festitalts on March 22nd 2008. The annual event shows
a wide selection of LGBT-themed films and has granvpopularity in recent years. It is now the UKrsrd
largest film festival. Two areas are looked at ff@ar, films of East Asian origin and films thasplay an
overt political message. For booking informationtgchttp://www.bfi.org.uk/llgff/

A Home Office-funded study, the first of its kifdund that 3,000 women in the UK are forced intonmage
every year. The home office has asked the governtodake forced marriage more seriously, and that
forcing someone into marriage is treated as arisulegality, domestic violence and bullying.&h
government's forced marriage unit, which was se? ypars ago, handles only 300 cases a year natienw

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/08/gahin
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6. Young People

Young People’s Learning Agency and Skills Funding gency

The government has announced its plans to introtuzeew schemes to follow on from the demise o T}
Learning and Skills Council. The Young People'srbe® Agency is to help local authorities work
coherently together in providing for young peopde@ between 14-19, whilst the Skills Funding Agency
(SFA) is to administer the £4 billion of public meyna year to colleges and training organisationsB&lls,
Schools Secretary, said: "We are committed to tgwwlising the education system so that it delifersall
young people whatever their interests or abilitigscal authorities are in the best place to resgorite
needs of young people locally. So by giving thespomsibility for the funding we are putting thedirmpieces
in place to ensure they can offer this choice.ldwkhe link to read more:
http://education.guardian.co.uk/further/story/06@242,00.html

Health Minister Anne Keen and Children's MinisteavBrley Hughes have announced the opening of twe
new test sites for The Family Nurse PartnershigRnmme. They highlighted the importance of childltie
for all children and families and urged Commissisrt® make a new health programme a priority. Téw n
updated Child Health Promotion Programme (CHPPpbwn the NSF that was published in 2004. It is

intended to provide services tailored to the iralizl needs of children and families, acting asst peactice
guide for health and social services. The new wggti&thild Health Promotion Programme (CHPP) can be|
found athttp://www.dh.gov.uk
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7. Substance Abuse

Addicts to receive treatment rather than jail

The Sentencing Guidelines Council has instructddgs in the UK to avoid jailing people who steabrder
to fund a drug, alcohol or gambling habit. The Golusaid that the seriousness of the crime musbaot
ignored and that “an offender’s dependency may gntgnfluence the type of sentence imposed”. ingtef
a sentence, an addict should be offered rehamltateatment “even if an immediate custodial secees
warranted”. Shadow Justice Secretary Nick Herlad 9people will be uncomfortable with the ideattha
professional thieves who prey on the vulnerable ordy receive community service”. On the other hand
David Shapiro, of DrugScope said “This would besistent with current government policy to try td ge
people who commit these types of offences relaiexddrug problem out of the criminal system and int
treatment.”

http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/37627/Crime-Newergo-even-softer

Liverpool City Council, acting on behalf of SmokeErLiverpool, has called for films featuring smakio be
given 18 certificates. It claims research showsybang people are heavily influenced by seeinglsngp
depicted on the big screen. Films which could nexéB certificates include ‘101 Dalmatians’, ‘Whmamed
Roger Rabbit’ and ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’. AmaGdafford, of anti-smoking group Ash, said: ‘Where
there’s a lot of smoking in a film or where actars making it look cool then | think there is aecésr
making it an 18’. The British Board of Film Classé#tion would be too heavy handed.

http://ukpress.google.com/article/ALeqM5huFFilW1enaLdxocze3amXNQh4Q

Doctors to be trained in identifying people with dinking problems

Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo has announited 60,000 new doctors will be specifically tednin
the next ten years to identify and treat people at@odrinking too much. Medical schools have bdiecated
£650,000 to do a scoping exercise next financiat y@ see how alcohol misuse training can be atléee

curriculum.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7294860.stm




8. International New Arrivals

Immigration Points System

The government has introduced a new immigrationtgsa@ystem. The first phase of the system affagtdyh
skilled migrants and is seen to adopt a tough&uaé towards employers, including imprisoning exees
who knowingly employ an illegal immigrant. Alan Tgil, chairman of the Federation of Small Businssse
said companies faced fines of up to £10,000 if #neyployed people illegally. He said: “It is totaliyfair to
expect small business owners to act as immigratibcers and then threaten them with huge fingkely slip
up. Immigration policy and the implementation oiita matter for the government, not for small bass
owners.” From now on, employees who have been wgrikiegally can be excluded from the UK for upli®
years.

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/53581bc0-e61d-11dc-8398@r 79fd2ac.html

A gay Iranian teenager has been given a tempoegnerve from deportation by the Home Secretaryquliac
Smith. Mehdi Kazemi claims he could face executidm returns to Iran and it has been alleged hisat
former boyfriend was executed for sodomy. The H&weretary is set to review his case. Kazemi has
recently been refused asylum in the Netherlandssaegpected to be sent from there to Britain.

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/gagian-demands-guarantee-he-can-stay-796251.
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9. Mental Health

The Better Health Briefing on African and Caribbean men and Mental Health

‘The Better Health Briefing on African and Caribbeaaen and Mental Health’ from the Race Equality
Foundation, provides an overview of key issuescifets examples of positive service developments in
providing mental health support for African and iBaean men. The evidence in the publication addseg®e
following: the failure of services to understandl aneet needs, including misunderstanding of Afriaad
Caribbean modes of self-expression; fear and eapentof negative treatment, including not haviegds
understood, being stereotyped or ignored, concdrast treatment (particularly medication), detamtieave
arrangements, day-to-day living, access to ap@tgtreatment and practical support; low uptakeeofices
and less desirable pathways into care; lack of emess of mental health and service provision; ¢dck
choices in relation to treatment offered — for egammore likely to receive physical treatments kss$ likely
to get psychotherapy; experiences of coercionyidigtation and racism in mental health servicest social
disadvantage and exclusion, particularly homelessrpoor housing, unemployment and over-representa
in prison. Download the PDF by clicking below:

www.raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/hsc/filasalth-brief5.pdf




10. Physical Health and Well-Being

Domestic Violence

Figures released by the government on tH&March showed that cases of domestic violence yédpled
last year. There were almost 659,000 incidentsrtegdo the police within England and Wales comgdoe
241,000 in 2006. The number of suspects conviaatmed at just under 17%. A spokeswoman for the
home office said, “We see the increase in the tempof domestic violence as a reflection of the
improvements we have made in the criminal justystesn. Victims are increasingly confident they void
listened to and their reports investigated.”

Read other related figures hehttp://www.newstatesman.com/200803240001

US research suggests that the extract of a spexkincurry could help prevent rheumatoid arthatsl
osteoporosis. The extracts of Turmeric, which reenlused for centuries in Asian medicine to treat
inflammatory disorders, can be found in westertiasiesupplements. The research found that new dnays
be found as a result of the discovery, but eatingenspices is unlikely to work.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/6090460.stm
Diabetes

More than 70,000 people of Black or South Asiagiarin the UK are unaware that they have diabetes a
run the risk of developing complications includimgart attacks, blindness, kidney failure and lower

limb amputations. They are also up to 4 times nlikedy to develop Type 2 diabetes and are likelygévelop
the condition and its complications at a younges tigin the rest of the population. More than 300 fople
of Black or South Asian origin across the UK halready been diagnosed with diabetes. The Diabekes U
Measure Up road show will be visiting five locatgoin London and providing free tests as well asrimiation
and advice.

http://www.diabetes.org.uk/Measure_Up_- are_youiskt of diabetes/

11. Older People and Caring

Elderly Couples to stay together even when one goego care

Health Secretary Alan Johnson has said that eldedyles will be able to stay together when onghem
goes into care. He said “When a couple have liigthair lives together they should not be forceard near
the end of their lives. This week, lvan Lewis (C&exvices Minister) and | will be setting out plaasnable
elderly couples to remain together when one of themto go in to care. This will be part of ourrgesing
focus on adult social care." A spokeswoman fronpHleé Aged said “'If one member of a couple has got
complex dementia it is quite costly to keep thegetber.”

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/international/2008/0@8/M 534 3/Elderly-couples.htm




12. People and Places

Withington Depression Group

A Withington Depression Group has started at Wgtom Community Hospital. It is supported by the Big
Lottery Fund, Healthy Living Network and Self H&grvices. Their statement iépression affects peopl
from all walks of life at any time. The aim of thlgsoup is to provide a safe place to discuss kfgeeience
and to give and receive support.” The Group consenery Tuesday 7-9pm at Withington Community
Hospital, Nell Lane, West Didsbury, Manchester N2@R. For further information about this group camta
Self Help Services 08161 232 7312email:info@selfhelpservices.org.uk, www.selfhelpserviogg.uk
Note — it is advised to phone first as times arteyrb formalised

The Westminster Briefing Conference entitled “Pdivgy Choice, Dignity, Independence and Well Beig
Older People: Implementing New Health and SocialeCsatrategies Locally” will be hosted by The Ho
Magazine on Tuesday, 99April 2008 in Westminster. Craig Muir, Director,08al Care Policy an
Innovation, Department of Health will be giving tkeynote address. Other confirmed speakers sodarde:
Baroness Greengross, Vice Chair, Ageing and Oldmmple Group; Len Almond, Foundation Directon
Senior Adviser, BHF National Centre for Physicaligity and Health; Paul Farmer, Chief Executive nilj
Melinda Phillips, Chief Executive, Housing 21; aiive Bowman, Medical Director, Bupa Care Services

http://www.westminster-briefing.co.uk/social-cateasegies. html
Do you want to feel healthier and lose weight safg?

There will be learning sessions on losing weiglfi¢lgaat Cheetham Community School, Halliwell lane,
Cheetham, Manchester, starting frag April —8 July 2008closed for school holiday27 May, reopens8
Jung. The Launch dayl5 April, includes a free, healthy, Halal lunch. Free sessinclude activity tasters,
pampering and cook and taste! — Urdu speaking ataffable. There are limited places available.t@cn
Zest to book your plac€161 655 7888.
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13. Faith Communities and Spirituality

Mortal Sins Update

On the §' March, the Roman Catholic Church updated itsolishortal sins to include 2century issues sug
as pollution and genetic experimentation. Tradalbn mortal sins are those which break the Ten
Commandments, and must be confessed to a prieksif #iey are not absolved, will lead the persobdo
condemned to hell. Genetic experimentation, pallytsocial injustice, causing poverty, excessivaltheand
drug abuse have been added.

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2008/03/10/vatican_aties sins/

h




14. Health Inequalities

Health Inequalities “persistent and stubborn”

The Department of Health has said it will be "diffit" to meet its target to reduce health ineqigsditDH
Officials admitted their concerns to the Commonaltteselect committee and spoke on what they called
"persistent and stubborn" inequalities. In a regbe department stated that despite the fact b\wéea
expectancies were improving, the poorest areas damped further behind the English average foralem
life expectancy and infant mortality since 2002e 1003 health inequalities target is to reduceunétes in
infant mortality and life expectancy at birth by @ér cent by 2010, with 1995-7 taken as the baselin

http://www.hsj.co.uk/news/2008/03/health_inequedtitarget_unlikely _to_be_hit.html

15. Health Delivery

£1.3Billion Cut in Health Spending

The Conservatives have claimed that Health spenditggbe cut by £1.3billion under ‘hidden’ budget

changes. They added that there is a £300milliopadliy between what the chancellor, Alistair Daglisaid
last autumn about capital spending in educationspeading tables from his budget speech. The Shadow
Chancellor, George Osborne, said “None of thesagdmwere mentioned in the budget.”

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/14/heagommons.lords

Junior education minister Lord Adonis has annourteedamendments to the Children and Young Persons
Bill: to place a duty on councils to provide shbreak services for disabled children; and to sesuficient
placements for looked-after children in their arBae Fostering Network said it should help tackistér
carer shortages and help placement stability byrérs children will be placed correctly in the firgdace.
Adam Hug, policy and campaigns manager at the Fogtbletwork, said: “This will have a positive imga
on local commissioning strategies.”

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2007-08/childa@dyoungpersonshl.html

16. Voluntary Sector

70% of Social Care Professionals unhappy about thewages

A recent survey by Community Care has revealedatmind 40% of social care professionals have taker
second job on financial grounds, and a large nurabeconsidering leaving the profession becaupaypf
levels. A poll of 1,785 professionals, half somadrkers and half senior social workers, showed 3686
were “always overdrawn” at the end of the month @ngb had debts other than a mortgage, of which 37%
owed £10,000 or more. 20% received an annual inadfress than £20,000, whilst only 9% received ovel
£40,000. More than 70% felt they did not receiaiawage. For the full article, look in CommuniBare 6th
March (ask me for a copy) or for an abridged vergjo to:

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/2008/02/297 419/forty-per-cent-of-you-have-taken-second-jojo-
to-pay-bills.html




17. Opportunities and Skills

LGBT Consultation Event

The LGBT Consultation Event will take place at ffevn Hall on Tuesdag0th May 9:15am to 3:00pm. Th
Leader of the Council, Sir Richard Leese, will bels@ming participants. The Council's Deputy Chief
Executive, Steve Mycio, will also welcome partiaipgto the afternoon session. The Council will be
consulting with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transigerorganisations, customers, local groups anchgiat
representatives of Council Departments and otladesiblders to consider the Council's progress auliss
the priorities for work on LGBT issues in the comiyear. The event will include a workshop discussia
how we can work together to make best use of ttieeyiStreet Centre, following the recent conswtatand
there will be a session in the afternoon to corisghil transgender groups on how Council servieasmeet
the needs of transgender people better. Contrisifrtom the day will help improve knowledge of what
customers expect of Council services and help rsakéaces more accessible.

If you would like to attend please register withrida Saunders in the administration team at email:
d.saundersl@manchester.gouvtelephone0161 234 397hAnd please make a note of the date of Tuesda
20th May in your diaries.

Nottingham Trent University's (NTU) African and @#rean Society is hosting a BME Networking event
Wednesday 23 April. This is to be an opportunity for black amdnority ethnic students at NTU to liaise
with various companies, representing a range dbsem order to gain useful information that timagy find
of interest. They are looking for people from th&d sector to represent sexual health awarenesstatl,
and also provide students with information aboatdbmpany itself and volunteering opportunitiese Th
society has a membership base in excess of 158rd8jcnd will also receive support from the Isiaemd
Asian societies for the event. It will take plaevieeen 12:00pm — 4:00pamd will be held in the Student's
Union of the University.

For more information contadlegele BleasdilleEmail: ntuacs@hotmail.co.uiN0150473@ntu.ac.ykel:
07825662586

Manchester Jobs Fair for Disabled People

Manchester City Council will be hosting their anhjads fair for disabled people, in partnershiphwit
Stepping Stones, Barclays Contact Centre ManchasteManpower, on Thursday 22nd May between
11:00am and 4:00pm at Manchester Town Hall. Thaevew in its 7th year, is aimed at attractingablied
members of the community, encouraging them to suapplications for employment. The event is an
excellent opportunity to raise awareness of thekwiaait has been undertaken to reduce barriers to
employment and attracts a high level of interestnfibboth disabled people and employers alike. Engpfoy
from the private, public and voluntary sectors wél available on the day to answer questions ao sh
specific jobs and career opportunities availablprtispective candidates. Visitors will also be ablebtain
advice on employment related matters, training egatational opportunities. Free workshops will atdce
place, offering practical advice on completing &atlon form and interview techniques.

For more information about exhibiting or attendihg jobs fair, contact Kate Fowler: telephonedd61 234
1885 e-mail:k.fowler@manchester.gov.uk




Data Protection and Communications for the Voluntay Sector

NCVO will be holding a conference entitlédata Protection and Communications for the Voluntar
Sector” on Wednesday®April 2008, 10:00am — 4:00pm, at NCVO ConferenaieS London, N1
9RL. You will learn about:

the most recent developments in data protectiosl&gmn

the rules that apply to email, text, telemarketpgstal campaigns and fax
how to ensure your organisations communicationsaaveul

how legacy databases and purchased lists can darsmarketing purposes
data protection and websites

privacy statements.

oA wWNE

Find out more and book your place onlinevatw.ncvo-vol.org.uk/dataprotectionP8r call Matt or020
7520 316@r request a paper booking form.

18. Diversity and Difference

Racism and Religious Prejudice

In a report entitled ‘Immigration, Faith and Colwesj the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has found y&a#t
of migrants have experienced racism and 30% of ihgsiecently arrived in Britain have come across
religious prejudice. The areas the report focused@re Bradford, Birmingham and Newham in Londolme
vast majority (99%) of recent Muslim migrants sggbnemphasised democracy, justice and securitii@sop
reasons for living in Britain. Co-author Hirantlaiyhweera from COMPAS said: "Evidence suggeststtisat
discrimination and the perception of being unweleprather than attachment to their country of arighat
reduces migrants' sense of belonging in Britain."

http://www.24dash.com/news/Housing/2008-03-19-Mdsislim-migrants-made-to-feel-unwelcome

In the document ‘Personal Beliefs and Medical Reattthe General Medical Council has issued new
guidelines instructing female Muslim doctors to oa their veils while treating patients. It statesme
patients, for example, may find that a face veitmioy their doctor presents an obstacle to effectiv
communication and the development of trust. Youtrbasprepared to respond to a patient's individeatds
and take steps to anticipate and overcome anyipetcbarrier to communication”. Doctors must aiso
open about procedures whether or not they confiitt their own beliefs. The Muslim Council of Great
Britain has supported the GMC guidelines.

http://www.thestatesman.net/page.arcview.php?c8de-8222699&usrsess=1
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