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1. HIV/IAIDS

Experts doubtful of ever finding a cure

The Independent conducted a poll of U.K. and U.lRSRexperts, with the result that only a few reshars
expressed any hope for significant progress irstizgt term. The sense of futility comes in the waka failed
trial for a vaccine developed by pharmaceuticahghderck. The trial’s results, which proved to be a
disappointment last year, has contributed to aesthva despite 25 years and billions spent on relsethe
virus may elude scientist’s efforts for decadesame. The poll, which was taken among 35 reseascfauind
only two respondents who said that they were mopeful now than a year ago; with another four sayirey
had more hope than they did five years ago. Twdshiesponded that they did not expect a vaccirgeonire
within the next ten years, and perhaps not in the A0 years, if eveAmerican researcher Anthony Fauci,
who serves as the director of the U.S. Nationdltlite of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, was gdah the
Independent article as saying of the failed tflg’ve learnt a few important things. We’ve leatimat one of
the animal models, the SHIV model, really doesrédict very well at all.”

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/is-itetitn-give-up-the-search-for-an-aids-vaccine-8 1 4qt37l.

2. Sexual Heali

Opposition to Cervical Cancer Vaccine

A trial of the new cervical cancer vaccine prograrior schoolgirls across the country has encoudtere
opposition from parents, with 20% refusing to goe¥mission for their daughters to have the jab. fdlaa is
that by 2010 all girls aged 12 to 18 will be giwde chance to have the jab. If their parents cangasy will
be vaccinated against the sexually transmittectiifie, human papillomavirus (HPV) which causes arbu
70% of cases of cervical cancer. Coventry and Wekshiire Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are preparing to
introduce the immunisation programme which natilynalll cost up to £100 million a year. The vaccine
costs £300 a girl, but set against that is the lmuoest - cervical cancer kills more than 1,000 wonmethe
UK each year. The vaccination programme starts giile aged 12 to 13 years but it will be extentiedlder
age groups. The results of a pilot study involvwg primary care trusts in Manchester found ab®@up&r
cent of girls would take a vaccination against mahcancer.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/apr/25/Heatkncer

3. Parenthood and Teenage Pregn

UK teenage pregnancy rates highest in Western Eur@p

The UK has the highest teenage birth rates in \iie&earope - twice as high as in Germany, threegiage
high as in France and six times as high as in #thétlands. One thing that is lacking in the Uld is
consensus on how to deal with the problem of pnegnand sexually transmitted infections (STIs) agion
teenagers. A report from the government’s Sociulsion Unit cites low expectations of educatiod an
employment opportunities for some young peoplegignce about contraception, and mixed messages
about sex from the adult world.

France: age of consent is 15; consenting sex legtil below that age

Germany: unlike the UK, parents do not have thietrig withdraw their child from sex education
Netherlands: sex with 12-15 years olds only proseti formal complaint made

Spain: age of consent is 13 if both parties arerlnder.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/luk/4584175.stm




4. Maternal Health

Pregnancy Timeline
Follow the link for a Pregnancy timeline which ditall 40 weeks.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4121411.stm

5. Gender and Sexuality

Gay men unable to donate blood

A petition by gay rights campaigners against whaytbelieve is discrimination over who can givedalas to
be considered by MPs in Scotland. The LGBT Netvsaikl that as there are no restrictions on heteuadex
who have unprotected sex from giving blood and @skey gay men who practice safe sex should be
prevented. A spokesman for the LGBT (Lesbian, Gasexual and Transgender) Network said: "The blar
ban on gay and bisexual men giving blood is anatettipolicy that was put in place decades ago when
people believed Aids was an exclusively gay dised&enow know that this is far from the case. Thenmo
clinical reason for the blanket ban on gay andxsiakmen giving blood. It is a policy from a bygosm,
which unfairly discriminates. The SNBTS should @&l focus on all donors' unsafe sexual practiegiser
than single out gay and bisexual men." Dr Brian Mdénd, from the Scottish Blood Service, said: éB\he
highly sensitive tests for hepatitis and HIV thed performed on every donation cannot completetyuebe
all risk of infection, so an essential first stegmned a requirement of UK law - is to avoid collagtdonations i
there is evidence that the risk of blood-transrhlssinfections may be raised.”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/7347108.stm

The Terrence Higgins Trust (THT) has set up a welggving graphic information and instruction to
homosexual men interested in "extreme" sexual petThe site's graphics, with photos of mennorgfly
suggestive scenes, is designed to resemble pdmriaosexual pornographic websites. It gives inforomabn
how to conduct "hard sex" "safely" with a view teetvarious ways such practices can spread sexually
transmitted diseases. The group defended theagitegsthat research is showing that homosexual mage
guestions about specific sex-related acts, butotl&mow where to get reliable information. Will Nand,
Strategic Lead for Health Promotion and Health lowpment at THT, told media, "The website providps {
front information right through from bondage andrmting to watersports."

http://www.tht.org.uk/mediacentre/pressrelease B24ril/april9.htm
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6. Young People

Crime Concern and Rainer to merge

Crime Concern and youth support charity Rainerciiioth work with young people in deprived
communities, are to merge ofl duly. After the merge, it will become the 119tgkest charity in England ar
Wales and hopes to improve its ability to campaigd compete for funds. Joyce Moseley, chief exeeutf
Rainer, and future chief executive of the new agtion, said "What's been surprising so far is basy it
has been. Trustees of the two organisations nfe¢ptember last year to discuss the merger, and the
respective management teams met not long aftery&we saw the sense in it. Everyone has come tegtlh
harmony. There has been no standing on ego at all.”
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/News/DailyBulletin/8830/Major-youth-charities-
merge/F68C133F789B3543E075F46 AA668C59C/?DCMP=EMQyBalletin

A recent mental healthcare survey suggests thatchdf UK girls aged 11 to 19 have tried to harm
themselves. More than half of the 800 young peqpéstioned said they knew someone who had selfdth
- either through cutting, burning or punching theimes. The main reason given was feeling depresgtd,
the results among boys being slightly lower at 2B¥%David Kingsley, consultant psychiatrist at Chiea
Royal Hospital said “A study recently suggeste@e¢hbiggest causes were family problems, problertts wi
friends and problems at school.”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7365192.stm

No sun beds for young people

The Guardian reported that children under the &8 @ould be prevented from using sun beds aseranc
about excessive use and the potential health cskBnues to grow. The Department of Health is exntly
reviewing whether stricter guidelines on the usewf beds should be enforced. This would includeiging
safety information at salons and heavily limitifgldren’s access.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2008/apr/21/Heahildren
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7. Substance Abuse

Drunkorexia

Drunkorexia is the latest craze to come from thewdh&h showbiz insiders claim is followed by Hollgad
stars including Lindsay Lohan, Mischa Barton, TRead and Paris Hilton. UK health experts are insirggly
worried that more and more women are followingttleed in order to stay slim while drinking heavily.
Professor Janet Treasure, head of the Eating Basaidit at the Institute of Psychiatry in Londoesdribed
drunkorexia as “very dangerous”. “It is more commath bulimia than anorexia, but you get the
combination of empty calories with no nutritionallwe, and the risky behaviour that goes with belinmk.”

http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk/news/wales-news/20880/health-warning-to-drunkorexics-91466-
20692474/




8. International New Arrivals

All International New Arrivals to receive free NHA healthcare

On Friday 1 April, the UK high court ruled that all asylum &ees who have not been ordered to leave t
UK must be given free NHS healthcare. This newnguhas overturned the previous controversial gavert
policy which stated they could only receive GP antergency care. Medical charity Medact said theagul
could apply to anywhere between 200,000 and hadillaon people. Deborah Jack, Chief Executive o€Th
National Aids Trust, said “For years failed asylseekers have been denied free treatment for lang-te
conditions including HIV. Many have faced enforgkdhealth as government policy has left them dasti
and without healthcare."

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/apr/12/immigratipublicservices

9. Mental Health

Mencap plan Classical Music concerts to raise money

Mencap is planning to build on the success ofritsual fundraising indie music concerts with twosslaal
music events to raise funds for its Arts Awardse®ob. The Lost Proms will feature a combinationanély
heard and more popular classical compositionsppadd by the New London Orchestra and various gue
artists. Vanessa Longley, head of fundraising atdde, said "Our goal is to have a collection ofjuei
music events that appeal to different audiencegesoan maximise fundraising potential”. Money rdise
through Mencap Music helps children with disalsbtto take part in local arts projects. The Lostizr will
take place on 3 and 4 June at Cadogan Hall in €hels

http://www.cadoganhall.com/montheventsresults. plgphe=6

10. Physical Health and Well-Being

Bulimia

Former Deputy Prime Minister has revealed how hagggiled for years with Bulimia. Having recently &pa
of his eating disorder, he explained that shameeamoarrassment had prevented him from talking abisut

condition. It is thought that due to his steppiogafard, other people, especially men, may follog/éxample,

He says he hopes this revelation will encouragengqeople who suffer from bulimia to seek treatment

http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/2008/04/bingeinyg prescotts bulimia.html

The UK has one of the highest rates of death frearttdisease in the world - one British adult diesn the
disease every three minutes - and stroke is thetgosithird biggest killer, claiming 70,000 liveach year.
Read all heart disease and stroke-related faces her
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_deptlalti®@2000/heart_disease/stroke.stm

Cancer
One in three of us will be diagnosed with canceirduour life. Excluding certain skin cancers, therere
more than 270,000 new cases of the disease in-280d the rate is increasing by about 1% a yeaadRé

the cancer-related facts and choose which cangeatbabout through the menu system.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/3444635.stm




11. Older People and Caring

Slippers help people from falling over

Careforce have launched a new programme to raiaecaess of falls, which account for 62% of deaths i
older people, with slipper replacements as paat pfactical contribution to fall prevention. Stats show
that falls are a major cause of disability andléa&ling cause of deaths in people aged over 755@¥dof
those who have suffered a fall are also likelyuffes another within the next 12 months. The sligpe
provided by Careforce, which have been praisedhygiptherapists and podiatrists, have Velcro fasten
with non-slip soles and low heels, making them eaglcomfortable to put on, as well as being muohem
secure on the foot than normal slippers.

http://www.whitbygazette.co.uk/news/Slipper-schenedps-with-safety.4016667.jp

12. People and Places

Health is Fun

BHA will be taking part in the Health is Fun evdxging held at MANCAT. We will be providing leaflets
posters and information to students. The daysimithlve discussions on nutrition and the benefithealthy
eating. St Johns, Manchester City CendfseMayMoston14 MayNicholls15 MayOpenshav21l May.

13. Faith Communities and Spirituality

Imams invited to UK

Following talks the Home Secretary held in Pakistad Bangladesh last week, Jacqui Smith is inviting
moderate imams from South Asia to Britain. She dorselp Muslim communities counter the threat of
violent extremism following concerns raised by H@me about imported imams and is trying to encoairag
the recruitment of homegrown clerics more in towdtn British Muslim youth. Smith said the idea waest
of a move to build a new international network tizekled the "propagandists for violent extremishowsit
offshore” and the ideology that can inspire "thabminority” in Britain from overseas. Other "omn
formers" from faith and cultural organisations vailso be invited to the UK.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/apr/17/islaghigion




14. Health Inequalities

Insures criticised for attitude towards gay men

The Independent reports that an argument is ragiag continued discrimination of gay men and thisk of
HIV/Aids. Independent financial adviser for the gagmmunity, Compass, has found that mixed messagq
and unreasonable prejudice about HIV/Aids is BBljuently experienced by gay men applying for @cton
policies. It had been, until recently, standarccpea for insurers to ask gay men who wanted Ifew the
number of their sexual partners, and whether tlaglydafe sex or not. In 2005, the Association ofi€ri
Insurers issued guidelines meaning that insuresdadk such questions in a more indirect way sisch
"Have you ever tested positive for HIV, HepatitioBC, or are you awaiting the results of suchsé?te
According to a report by Compass, more than 80%uefomer service staff at insurance companiesastll
the questions directly, and often demand HIV tesgtsn dealing with applications. Compass found ewéde
to suggest that even gay men aged 66-70 in civihpeships had to go through the test in ordertocgver
when applying for a sum as low as £25,000.

http://www.independent.co.uk/money/insurance/insicgiticised-for-attitude-to-gay-men-811634.html
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15. Health Delivery

Sound Solutions

The RNID has produced a new guide entitled ‘Sounldt¥®ns’ to help charities communicate with hafd o
hearing people and meet their obligations undebDikability Discrimination Act. The many featurexiude
information about the services and equipment requio meet disability laws. Mark Catling, directdr
business development at RNID Products, said “We Ippeduced ‘Sound Solutions’ as an easy-to-follow
guide for charities wanting to become accessibldetaf and hard of hearing service users and staff,”

For a copy of the leaflet, call 01733 361199, aitwiww.rnid.org.uk/soundsolutions

The Royal College of Surgeons of England has sdidd contacted 250 doctors with most reportindlemos
of broken, missing or dirty surgical instrumentieTcollege said the problems have become worse sinc
cleaning started to be handed over to private fiffihe College claimed moving decontamination d# sias
thrown up major concerns and it wants a nationditaaf how these services are working. Richard R#ens
from the college, said: "I think we feel an intesssse of frustration and anger ourselves at thmenbwhen
we have to cancel an operation or make do witliunnts that are just not quite as good as theyld .
Much more important is the frustration that patseietel. It's a disservice to the patients.”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/7365019.stm




16. Voluntary Sector

Giving to charity

A new survey of 2002 people published by the Clesridid Foundation has revealed that approxima3e#b
of the UK believes that we should each give 2%ufannual income to charity each year. 10% saighleeo
should aim to give between 5% and 10% of their ineoOn the other hand, around 75% of those surveys
gave between nothing and £100 last year. Sheilgpelpdirector of individual giving at CAF, said g
really heartening to see so many people think weilshbe giving more money to charity, | hope thaly w
turn these charitable thoughts into actions. Ifrgvedy gave 2%, many more charities could fulhiir aims,
whether they are to relieve suffering, save thegtlar help any one of the other thousands of goald
deserving causes here in the UK and around thedworl
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/News/DailyBulletin/8935/give-more-public-tells-
researchers/B878448BA100054D677A69404FBF1BAC/?DCENE-DailvBulletin

17. Opportunities and Skills

Funding

Friends Provident Foundation:

Amount: up to £200,000; For: work that makes atstiia contribution to the overall outcome of finaic
inclusion in the UK; Deadline: 25th April/18th Jidth Oct 2008
www.friendsprovident.com/foundatiar tel: 0845 2698 3388.

Roald Dahl Foundation

Amount: £500-£25,000; For: individuals and orgatises making a contribution in areas of literacy,
neurology, haematology; Deadline: ongoing

www.roalddahlfoundation.orgr tel: 01494 890465

Community Spaces Programme- Groundwork UK

Amount: £10,000 — £49,999; For: Community groupshiniresidential areas, to help them improve publig
areas of land; Deadline: no deadline currently

www.community-spaces.org.uk tel: 0845 3671 671

People’s Millions — Big Lottery

Amount: up to £50,000; For: Community-based prgjebat get people involved and improve their
neighbourhoods; Deadline: 15th May 2008

www.biglotteryfund.org.ulor tel0845 0101 112

Community Safety Meeting for Manchester Central — @mmunity Safety Network

15th May, 11:30 — 13:30, Northmoor Community Cen@pen to all VCS groups to discuss safety issues
Central Manchester. Contact Steph Jones, CSN Pidmtager o161 226 7186r e-mail:
stephanie.jones@c-i-c.org.uk

Getting a Fair Deal from Contracts 2008 — Directoryof Social Change

7-8 May, follow up 25th Sep at Bolton CVS, The BoltHub, Bolton. Cost is £40.

Contact Directory of Social Change for a bookingriamn020 7391 4819

Race, Culture and Psychological Perspectives

Conference — Ethnic Health Initiative. Wed 18thelun30 — 5.15 at The Nawaab, Levenshulme, Manehg
Cost — free for users/carers, £120 for VCS orgsrdlare also opportunities to advertise your sesvat this
event.www.bmementalhealth.co.u contact Abul Hussain ddv985 702 14%r more detalils.

The nXt Generation — 2008 TAKEOVA Variety Showcase

5th May, 17:00 — 23:00 at Bridgewater Hall, MandbesTicket Only Event. £5 aged 21 and under. £15 f
those aged over 2uww.myspace.com/txg200ar phone Reaghell®7946851705Nicole:0796566730br

st

Leah:078074103890r tickets.




18. Diversity and Difference

Christian charity sue Google

The Christian Institute, a UK charity, is takingdg action against Google after the search enghesed to
take its advertisements. Colin Hart, director oé hristian Institute: said: "Google promotes ftasla
company committed to the ideals of free speechtlamdree exchange of ideas. It is against thisdstaththat
Google's anti-religious policy is so unjust.” Goe@lans adverts which link "abortion and religioakted
content” but the charity, which opposes abortionbmg/onic stem cell research and chemical contrauoeps
taking legal action to try and change the policy.

http://www.vnunet.com/vnunet/news/2213880/uk-claiss-sue-google

Ben Easterbrook
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